Buddhist Grotto Temples
they act accordingly; if unfavourable they endeavour to placate the gods. There are ten monasteries and about a thousand priests who profess the religion of the 'Little Vehicle'1 and belong to the school of the Lokotta-ravadinas. North-west of the town, where the king lives, there is a Buddha on the sheer mountain-side. He is standing and is one hundred and forty to one r/undred and fifty feet high. He wears shining gold raiment and dazzling precious jewels. To the east of this place a former lord of the land built a monastery. Further east still stands the statue of Sakya Buddha. This is in metal, cast in different pieces then assembled together, and is one hundred feet high. Twelve or thirteen Us to the east of the town is a monastery which has a Buddha sleeping apparently as if he had entered Nirvana. This statue is very elongated."
Hsuan-tsang is wrong in saying that the statue of the historical Buddha was made of metal. It was, in fact, carved out of the rock, but was subsequently dressed in metal and then gilded. The other statue he mentions, that of the Maitreya Buddha which is over one hundred and sixty feet high, wore a sanghati (monk's gown) of stucco, originally polychrome and decorated with gold and jewels. This statue was almost twice the height of the Colossus of Rhodes and nearly half as high as the towers of Chartres Cathedral. The upper part of the face of both statues was damaged by Moslem fanatics. On both sides of the recesses in which these statues stand there are stairs cut out of the rock. These go up as high as the statues' heads and lead to rooms formerly lavishly decorated with gold and lapis-lazuli. The walls of both recesses are decorated with paintings. Opposite the Sakya Buddha's head there is a picture of the moon-god standing in a four-horse chariot. Underneath, and running round the wall of the recess, is a painted balustrade, with a seated Buddha in the middle flanked by gift-bearers. On the vault of the recess of the Maitreya, the future Buddha, and the predecessors of Sakya-muni and their Dhyani Buddhas are pictured in medallions.
1 See bcloWj p. 150. •                       141he same direction as the worshippers. The latter take their places side by side in long rows. The
